
1 Kings 10:23-11:13 The Message 
23-25 King Solomon was wiser and richer than all the kings of the earth—he surpassed them all. People came 
from all over the world to be with Solomon and drink in the wisdom God had given him. And everyone who 
came brought gifts—artifacts of gold and silver, fashionable robes and gowns, the latest in weapons, exotic 
spices, and horses and mules—parades of visitors, year after year. 
26-29 Solomon collected chariots and horses: fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses! He 
stabled them in the special chariot cities as well as in Jerusalem. The king made silver as common as rocks and 
cedar as common as the fig trees in the lowland hills. His horses were brought in from Egypt and Cilicia, 
specially acquired by the king’s agents. Chariots from Egypt went for fifteen pounds of silver and a horse for 
about three and three-quarters pounds of silver. Solomon carried on a brisk horse-trading business with the 
Hittite and Aramean royal houses. 

11 1-5 King Solomon was obsessed with women. Pharaoh’s daughter was only the first of the many foreign 
women he loved—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite. He took them from the surrounding 
pagan nations of which GOD had clearly warned Israel, “You must not marry them; they’ll seduce you into 
infatuations with their gods.” Solomon fell in love with them anyway, refusing to give them up. He had seven 
hundred royal wives and three hundred concubines—a thousand women in all! And they did seduce him away 
from God. As Solomon grew older, his wives beguiled him with their alien gods and he became unfaithful—he 
didn’t stay true to his GOD as his father David had done. Solomon took up with Ashtoreth, the whore goddess 
of the Sidonians, and Molech, the horrible god of the Ammonites. 
6-8 Solomon openly defied GOD; he did not follow in his father David’s footsteps. He went on to build a sacred 
shrine to Chemosh, the horrible god of Moab, and to Molech, the horrible god of the Ammonites, on a hill just 
east of Jerusalem. He built similar shrines for all his foreign wives, who then polluted the countryside with the 
smoke and stench of their sacrifices. 
9-10 GOD was furious with Solomon for abandoning the GOD of Israel, the God who had twice appeared to him 
and had so clearly commanded him not to fool around with other gods. Solomon faithlessly disobeyed GOD’s 
orders. 
11-13 GOD said to Solomon, “Since this is the way it is with you, that you have no intention of keeping faith with 
me and doing what I have commanded, I’m going to rip the kingdom from you and hand it over to someone 
else. But out of respect for your father David I won’t do it in your lifetime. It’s your son who will pay—I’ll rip it 
right out of his grasp. Even then I won’t take it all; I’ll leave him one tribe in honor of my servant David and out 
of respect for my chosen city Jerusalem.” 

2 Corinthians 13:11-14 The Message 
11-13 And that’s about it, friends. Be cheerful. Keep things in good repair. Keep your spirits up. Think in 
harmony. Be agreeable. Do all that, and the God of love and peace will be with you for sure. Greet one 
another with a holy embrace. All the brothers and sisters here say hello. 
14 The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, the intimate friendship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with all of you. 
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