
 We have celebrated Easter, but the season of Easter is still with us.... Proof of this 
is everywhere you look. 
 Behold the revival of the earth!  The days of darkness have given way to light.  
The cold, icy ground is softening and breaking up under the kind, warm rays of the sun.  
Here and there new signs of life are appearing -- in the flight of birds overhead, in green 
leafy life around us, and even perhaps in the smiles and happy greetings of those we hap-
pen to meet.  The whole world is testifying to the reality of Easter’s continuing and in-
creasing presence. 
 What is the significance of the Easter which you and I have just celebrated?  It is 
not only that God raised Jesus from death to life eternal, but that Jesus and His life-
giving Spirit remain with us, that new beginnings are always possible because of God’s 
powerful and ever-present grace.  People can change, start over and grow.  Life does not 
have to be the way it has always been. 
 Think about your own life and the dimensions which seem difficult or impossible 
to change.  Are you tired of living the way you have?  Then take to heart the good news 
of Easter and open your life to the reviving power of God.  It’s not too late.  The season 
of Easter is still with us.  Every day God is bringing -- to those who will receive -- new-
ness, hope, victory, and fulness of life!   
 
                                                                                    Sincerely in Him -- Jim Hicks 

Special evidence in our midst of God’s renewing Easter sway is the coming to our 
church of our newly called pastor -- the Rev. Nancy Didway.   She will be preaching 
in our pulpit on Sunday, May 29.  Come and welcome her to our warm family of 
faith! 
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 “I am the resurrection of life. 
He who believes in Me, though he were 

dead, yet shall he live.  And  
whosoever lives and believes in Me 

shall never die” (John 11:25). 



Church Contacts 
 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 
 9:00 a.m. to noon.  

Jim Hicks, Temporary Pastor 
607-898-5201 

hicksjam@verizon.net 
Jim’s office hours Tuesday, Wednesday, and  

Thursday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

  Clerk of Session:  John Scott (844-9206)  
  The Church Office Administrator is Arlene Krebs;  

she can be reached  at 844-8321  
or by email: drydenpresoffice@gmail.com  

 
  Chair of Deacons: Connie Walker 

 

Information for the  
June newsletter  

should be in the church office by  
Monday May 23, 2022.  

 

Covid Policy 
We are updating our Covid restrictions to conform with state 
and county regulations.  The use of a mask for services is a 
personal choice.  Adjustments will be made as conditions  
demand. 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Do you 
have a special celebration coming up or one that took 

place recently that can be announced in a future news-
letter?  Please call (844-8321) or e-mail 

(drydenpresoffice@gmail.com) the church 
 office, so your church family can share in the  

celebration.    

 
We proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, feed the 
hungry, welcome the stranger and love our neighbors 

as ourselves. 



          
May 5       National Day of Prayer 
 
 
 
May 7      Church Cleaning Day                                        
                             9 a.m. 
                                     (May 14th rain date ) 
 
 

                                                                                                       
 
May 8     Mother’s day 
 
              Blanket Sunday 
 
 
                       
May 26    Ascension of the Lord 
 
 
May 29   Welcome Pastor Nancy Didway 
 
 
May 30    Memorial Day 
 



The National Day of Prayer 
 

 

        The annual  National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2022, will have profound significance for 
our country.  It is an unprecedented opportunity to see the Lord’s healing and renewing 

power made manifest as we call on citizens to humbly come before His throne. 
 
 

The theme for 2022 is “I Know the Plans I Have for You” based on Jeremiah 29: 1-14.  
 

Memorial Day is a United States Federal Holiday.  It is observed on the 
last Monday of May each year. 

 
Memorial Day is formerly known as Decoration Day, and commemorates 
Untied States men and women who died while in military service for their 

country. 
 

Memorial Day was first enacted to honor Union soldiers of the American 
Civil War and it was expanded after WW I to include American casualties 

of any war or military action. 
 

Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars take donations for poppies;  
the poppy's significance to Memorial Day is the result of the John McCrae 

poem “On Flanders Fields”. 
 

 
 Beatitudes for Friends  

 
Blessed are they who understand  

My faltering step and shaking hand.  
Blessed who know my ears today  

Must strain to hear the things they say.  
Blessed are those who seem to know  
My eyes are dim and my mind is slow.  

Blessed are those who look away  
When I spilled tea that weary day.  

Blessed are they who with cheery smile 
Stopped to chat for a little while.  

Blessed are they who know the way  
To bring back memories of yesterday.  

Blessed are those who never say  
“You’ve told that story twice today!”  

Blessed are they who make it known  
That I am loved, respected and not alone.  

And blessed are they who will ease the days  
Of my journey home in loving ways.  

 
~Esther Mary Walker  



In 1912 Anna Jarvis trademarked the phrases "Second Sunday in May" and 
"Mother's Day", and created the Mother's Day International Association. She specifi-
cally noted that "Mother's" should "be a singular possessive, for each family to hon-
or its own mother, not a plural possessive commemorating all mothers in the world." 
This is also the spelling used by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in his 1914 presi-
dential proclamation, by the U.S. Congress in relevant bills, and by various U.S. 
presidents in their proclamations concerning Mother's Day.  

What to do for Mom? 

A simple project that will also 
pretty up her home, like this 
sweet seed packet wreath.  

Mom can then plant the seeds 
in her garden! 

Celebrating May-there is always a reason to celebrate! 
May 4  Teacher Appreciation Day 

May 8  Mother’s Day 
May 12  International Nurses Day 

May 15 Chocolate Chip Day 
May 21  Pizza Party Day 

May 24  Scavenger Hunt Day 
May 25  Wine Day 

May 30  Creativity Day 
May 31 Memorial Day 



The Deacons hope that you have had time to be challenged with the word 
searches found in the recent newsletters.  We hope to jog your memory about 
people, places, scriptures and events.   
     Have Fun Each Month,   
     The Deacons   



Finance and Facilities 

2021 2022 2022
Actual Actual Budget

Pledge Receipts 17,837$        31,244$        25,262$        
Non-Pledge & Plate Contributions 2,647            2,395            2,000            
Interest, Dividends & Misc Income 1,576            1,573            1,750            
Expenses (27,184)         (27,786)         (29,543)         
(To) From Reserve Accounts (900)              (900)              (900)              
From Reserve Accounts -               -               -               

Net Operating Income (6,024)$         6,526$          (1,430)$         

(  ) denotes reduction to Income.

January through March
Operating Results

Operating Results…   
Year-to-date ("YTD") contributions are 64% above last year and 23% above the budget. We 

are pretty sure that the major reason that pledge receipts are up is that two or more annual 
pledges were fulfilled in March.  Non-pledge contributions are 31% below last year but within 6% 
of the amount budgeted for Jan-Mar.  Plate is double last year and 54% above the budget.  
While some budget categories varied, expenses in total are basically the same as last year and 
6% below the budget.  Spreading the Word is higher due to the $3,000 paid to Presbytery in 
March for our Missions contribution.  The payment last year was made in June.  Repairs & 
Maintenance expenses were $2,000 higher last year when we repaired the plastered walls in 
the Bell Tower entrance and along the stairway to the second floor.  The timing of payments for 
annual inspections & fees also created some difference between the two years.  Net Operating 
Income is positive $6,526. 

New Pastor…   
We are so thankful that we finally have a permanent pastor hired.  Based on the Terms of 

Call approved by our congregation, the annual compensation including overheads will be 
$84,404.  That is $51,858 more than in the current budget.  While depleting some savings, there 
is $101,314 in the Session Discretionary Reserve that can cover about two years of the extra 
cost.  We hope that contributions will help too. 

Overhead Projectors…  
Dave Parsons completed the installation of two overhead video projectors to modernize and 

expand the video capabilities of our services.  They work beautifully!  The total cost was $1,798 
which was paid for with $132 remaining from the Staying Connected Grant from Presbytery and 
the balance from contributions received from our congregation for electronic equipment which 
leaves $214 in that account.  Thanks Dave for all of your work purchasing and installing these 
wonderful additions.  They are a huge improvement to our services.  

Spring Clean-up…  
Just a reminder that Spring Clean-up is scheduled for 9:00am on Saturday, May 7th (rain 

date is Saturday, May 14th).  The bulletin for the Easter service said we would start at 8:00am.  
It is actually 9:00am.  A sign-up list with suggested projects is in the Fellowship Hall.  If you can't 
make it on the 7th, feel free to chip in some other day before the 7th. Bring tarps & tools.    



WEB   (Weekend Back Pack) 
The WEB program delivers approximately 50 bags of food to 
students in the Dryden School District who are food insuffi-
cient. Please donate Yogurt On the Go Pouches for the 
month of May. There is a basket in the administrative wing 
that is labeled WEB for your donations. 

Please mark your calendar for Spring 
Clean-up Day on Saturday, May 4, 2019.  
Rain date is Saturday, May 11th. We will 
start around 9:00 am and should finish 
before noon.  Coffee and donuts will be 
available.  Please bring rakes, tarps, 
cleaning tools, etc.  If you can’t make it 
on the May 7th, you can sign up on a list 
of to-do’s available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

The Kitchen Cupboard is open!  
Please direct anyone who needs food 

to feel free to come to the pantry. 
 The Kitchen Cupboard will  

receive donations of canned goods, 
fresh vegetables and dry foods. 
 Financial donations enable the 

 purchase of other necessities: bread, 
milk, etc.  

The hours that the kitchen  
cupboard are open are  

Monday and Friday 11 a.m. to noon. 
 Wednesday 5 to 6 p.m.  and the last 

Saturday of the month 11 a.m. to noon. 

What is Blanket Sunday?  
  
Blanket Sunday is a Church World Service mission, that begins with 
one of the most elementary symbols of comfort: a blanket.  Providing 
blankets is a basic act of compassion that can transform an entire com-
munity.  Please extend your love to a world in need—just $50.00 can 
provide five warm blankets for a family left homeless by an earthquake 
or tornado!  If you would like to help “Blanket the World with Love,”  
there will be a special envelope in the May 8th and 15th bulletins.  
Please make checks out to Dryden Presbyterian Church, marked 
“BLANKETS”. 

Looking Ahead! 
The  church rummage sale will be on 

June 3 and 4. 
When you are spring cleaning please set 

aside clean and reusable items for the 
sale. 

 



Just a Note 
 
 
 If you were to think of great “church music” composers, two names are likely to come to mind: Johann Se-
bastian Bach and George Frideric Handel.  I’ll save Johann for another day and focus on George. 
 
 A rough count of Handel’s sacred works would list (this is a very rough count and I doubt one would need to 
look very hard to find an omission): 

Canticles – 6 
Anthems – 23 
Latin Church Music – 21 
Italian Sacred Cantatas – 3 
German Church Cantatas – 7 
Hymns – 12 
Oratorios – 17 (the Messiah is in this group and is arguably his best-known work) 

 
From Wikipedia: 
George Frideric (or Frederick) Handel (/ˈhændəl/;[a] baptised Georg Friederich Händel,
[b] German: [ˈɡeːɔʁk ˈfʁiːdʁɪç ˈhɛndl̩] ( listen); 23 February 1685 – 14 April 1759[2][c]) was a German-
British Baroque composer well known for his operas, oratorios, anthems, concerti grossi, and organ 
concertos. Handel received his training in Halle and worked as a composer in Hamburg and Italy before 
settling in London in 1712, where he spent the bulk of his career and became a naturalised British subject 
in 1727.[4] He was strongly influenced both by the middle-German polyphonic choral tradition and by 
composers of the Italian Baroque. In turn, Handel's music forms one of the peaks of the "high baroque" 
style, bringing Italian opera to its highest development, creating the genres of English oratorio and organ 
concerto, and introducing a new style into English church music. He is consistently recognized as one of 
the greatest composers of his age.[5][6] 
Handel started three commercial opera companies to supply the English nobility with Italian opera. In 
1737, he had a physical breakdown, changed direction creatively, and addressed the middle class and 
made a transition to English choral works. After his success with Messiah (1742), he never composed an 
Italian opera again. His orchestral Water Music and Music for the Royal Fireworks remain steadfastly pop-
ular.[7] One of his four coronation anthems, Zadok the Priest, has been performed at every British corona-
tion since 1727. Almost blind, he died in 1759, a respected and rich man, and was given a state funeral 
at Westminster Abbey. 
Handel composed more than forty opera serias over a period of more than thirty years. Since the late 
1960s, interest in Handel's music has grown. The musicologist Winton Dean wrote that "Handel was not 
only a great composer; he was a dramatic genius of the first order."[8] His music was admired by Classical-
era composers, especially Mozart and Beethoven. 
 
 Overall, his works both sacred and secular total over 600 and looking at Hymns currently in use there are 58 
of his “tunes” in common use today according to Hymnary.org.  Our own hymnal has six entries of Handel’s work 
included.  The most notable is probably Hymn 37, The Hallelujah chorus but also 

125 – Joy to the World 
135 – While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
146 – For Unto Us a Child Is Born (segment from Messiah) 
218 – I Know That My Redeemer Liveth (segment from Messiah) 
227 – Thine Is the Glory (from Judas Maccabbeus) 

I think, maybe, I’m in the mood for another listen to Messiah – an excellent choice for the Easter season. 
                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                   - - - - Scott Miller 



  May Birthday 
 
Cole Cooper               2 
Ben Payne  3 
Michelle White  4 
Jeanine Scott  8 
Hope (Singbusch)  
     Gonsalves             9 
Heather Kotula 10 
Tyler Engels  11 
Dottie Slocum   11 
Mary Ann Pearce 17 
Karen Cotterill  23 
McKayla Macomber 24 
Carol Engels  25 
Nancy Newbury 25 
Corey Cooper             29 

Thank God for Flowers! 
 

Thank God for flowers of every hue, 
From baby-pink roses to plumbago blue. 

The fragrance of jasmine enhances the night, 
And each water lily is a pearly delight. 

Magnolias by moonlight bring sweet memories 
As springtime awakens the blossoming trees. 
The common hibiscus brings uncommon joy, 

And shy violets are bashful and coy. 
Long-stemmed red roses are reasons to sing, 
And the frost-covered crocus usher in Spring. 

Lavender orchids decorate the prom, 
And pastel carnations pay tribute to Mom. 
Flowers bring comfort to pauper and king, 

For one cannot measure the pleasure they bring, 
From Easter-white lilies to plumbago blue. 

Thank God for flowers of every hue! 
 

- - -Clay Harrison 

Thank 
You 
Dear 

church 
family, 

Thank you 
for caring 
with your 
thoughts 

and 
prayers. 

They were 
and are 
much 

appreciate
d.        - - - 
Gretchen 

Young 

 
“Lord beyond our mortal sight, Alleluia 

raise our hearts to reach thy height, Alleluia 
there thy face unclouded see, Alleluia 

find our heaven of heavens in thee,  
Alleluia.” 

 

Dear church family, 
Thank you for caring with 

your thoughts and prayers. 
They were and are much  

appreciated.         
- - - Gretchen Young 

Hope (Singbusch) Gonsalves 
address: 

801 Bridge Street, Washington, 
NC, 27889. 

Hope’s birthday is May 9 and is  
celebrating being a mother. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
 
 

Worship 10:30 
In-person and 

Zoom 

2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
  KC 11-12 

3 
 
 

4  
 
 

Bulletin items 
due 

 
 

Arlene Out of 
Office 

 
 

KC 5-6 
 

5     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7:00 

6      
 
 

Church office 
closed 

 
KC 11-12 

7 
 

9:00 A.m. 

8 
 

Worship 10:30 
In-person and 

Zoom 
Coffee Hour 

Blanket Sunday 

9 
 
 
 

Arlene out of 
office 

 
 
 
 
 

KC 11-12 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

Quilters 10:00  
 
 

Finance 7:00  
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Bulletin items 
due 

 
 
 
 

KC 5-6 

12 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir  7:00 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

Church office 
closed 

 

KC 11-12 
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 Rain Date     
  for church  
  cleaning 

15 
 
 
 

Worship 10:30 
In-person and 

Zoom 
 

Blanket Sunday 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KC 11-12 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 6:15 
Deacons 7:00 

 
 
 
 

18 
 

Bulletin items 
due 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KC 5-6 
 

19 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7:00 

20 
 

Church office 
closed 

 
KC 11-12 

21 
 

22 
 

 
Worship 10:30 
In-person and 

Zoom 

23 
 
 

June 
Newsletter 
Items Due 

 
KC 11-12 
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Quilters 10:00  
 
 

25 
 

Bulletin items 
due 

 
 
 
 
 

KC 5-6 
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Ascension of 
the Lord 

 
 

27 
 

Church office 
closed 

 
 
 
 

KC 11-12 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KC 11-12 

29  
 

 
Worship 10:30 
In-person and 

Zoom 

30 
 

Memorial 
Day 

Office Closed 
 
 
 

31 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

KC =Kitchen Cupboard      
Closed Memorial Day 


