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Christmas trees originated in 16™" century Germany, where

Christians brought evergreen boughs and trees inside and
decorated them with apples, nuts, and gingerbread. The use of
candles on the tree is attributed to Martin Luther.

Yes, the Christmas tree was adapted from pagan traditions of
decorating trees in homes as signs of fertility and to ward off evil
during the dark days of winter. However, most “Christian”
traditions are as well. As far back as the 7™ century, Pope
Gregory the Great told missionaries to “baptize” the pagan
festivals with Christian meaning as a form of evangelism.
Today, there are Christians who vehemently protest :
having this originally pagan symbol in the church. But if //\ )
you consider it — the cross was a pagan symbol of C
oppression and torture that when transformed by Christ
becomes a symbol of salvation and hope. And just
like we put Christ on our sinful selves, we decorate .
our church tree with Chrismons to anoint it out of
the pagan tradition and into the joy of the Lord. \

What is a Chrismon?
Chrismons, or Christ Monograms, were developed by Frances Spencer
and the women of Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, VA, in 1957.
Distressed by the growing commercialization of Christmas, they created these white and gold ornaments to
emphasize the reason for the season — Jesus Christ. These ornaments are symbols that range from Greek
letters such as the Alpha-Omega to symbols from scripture like a lamb to more abstract symbols like a clam
shell for baptism. The use of Chrismons has spread throughout the mainline Christian denominations.
In celebration of this tradition, we are going to be taking a closer look at the Chrismons that grace our tree —
the symbols, their meaning, and the significance of their impact on the Christmas story.
| pray you and your loved ones are especially blessed during this season, whether you Deck the Halls or just
have A Silent Night. May the Lord bless you and keep you!

Pastor Nancy



Church and Community News

Regular Happenings at the
Dryden Presbyterian Church

RESISTANCE EXERCISE

Mondays & Thursdays, 9:30—10:30 am

We prevent osteoporosis through the use of
bone strengthening exercises. These gentle
routines provide strength training, and improve
balance and flexibility.

WHERE: On Zoom

NOTE: Contact MJ Uttech for the link.
CONTACT: MJ Uttech, 607-849-3452
beaverhollow6@gmail.com

KITCHEN CUPBOARD AND CLOTHES CLOSET
Mon, Friday and last Saturday of the
month—11:00—noon
Wednesday—5:00—6:00 p.m.

Our primary mission is to provide food for
those in need within the town of Dryden.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Fridays at 7 pm

This traditional AA group meets in the Admin
Kitchen. A long-term group, all are welcome.

CHOIR

Rehearsals Sundays 9:15 and 11:45;
Ministry: Sunday worship services;

Christmas Eve Service (optional)

Funerals, if needed.

Time off: mid-June—August

We prepare musical presentations to enhance
the worship experience on Sunday mornings.
Laughter and friendship are likely to occur.
WHERE: Church sanctuary

NOTE: Join at any time.

CONTACT: Scott Miller, 607-844-4039

PRAYER SHAWLS

1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1-3 PM

We knit/crochet prayer shawls and lap rugs for
people in need of prayer, comfort, or a kind
gesture. If our cup runneth over with shawls
and lap rugs, we donate them to local nursing
homes.

CONTACT: Sue Bahny, 607-279-9610

Marsha Smith, 607-844-8238

Dottie Slocum, 607-220-6833

Welcome, Virginia Sireuil,

On November 9, we
welcomed our newest
member, Virginia Sireuil
| to the congregation.

, Welcome Virginia! We’re so
§= happy to have you with us.

Parsons for installing a light
: above the Kitchen Cupboard
- and reflecBlve poles by the
entrance to the driveway.

Thank you for providing much

needed
light to that corner of the
building, and for making the
entrance so much more
visible!

Thank you to Rich Couch

Stop by during Clothes Closet hours
sometime and see his masterful
redesign of the Clothes Closet
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space.
Do you have kids clothes hangers no longer being used?
Please let ich know if you have any you'd like to donate.



Happenings at Dryden Presbyterian

Mitten Tree - through end of the year

Tues. Dec. 2 Advent Study & Social, 1-2 3 : :
ues. bec ven Y octa Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

pm, , A celebration of scripture, carols,
at Joyce Day’s house and candllelight.
Sat. Dec. 6 Live Nativity, 5 pm, outside Dec. 24th at 7 pm

with Hot Chocolate & Cookies inside
Sun. Dec. 7 Second Sunday of Advent —

Peace
Deadline for Angel Tree gifts

Tues. Dec. 9 Advent Study & Social, 1-2

pm, , An offering will be collected
at Dottie Slocum’s house to benefit the Dryden

Sun. Dec. 14 Third Sunday of Advent — Joy Center for Community.
Children’s Skit during worship
Christmas Joy Offering
Cantata, 3 pm

Tues. Dec. 16 Advent Study & Social, 1-2 g —
pm, | Advent Bible Study
location to be determined - & Social Locations
Sun. Dec. 21 Fourth Sunday of Advent - -+ -y
Love { Bible Study !
Christmas Joy Offering 6 & Soctsl. - f ‘
Wed. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight T N [ty { 9" — Dottie Slocum’s
Service, 7 pm ' 32 S.KnollDr.

'rucsd.ags at 1-2:30 pm

Sun. Dec. 28 Removal of the Greens after o . ;
cemmie i 16" - Linda Nydam’s

worship e oo o o i
Hope Feace Joy Love Christ 34 Lake Street

Salvation Army Kettle at DPC “David”
\ J.-Kids Club will be ringing bells I Th h
a\ for a Salvation Army Kettle Regal Theatre, Ithaca
’3\ @ every Sunday in Advent. Saturday, Dec. 20 4:00
~- 90% of proceeds stay in p.m. o - z%.
Dryden. [T A
l SO bring yourspare chcmge 10 (Read more about this event in PoNI D
jingle with the bells! “Worship” on page 4.) e e




Ministry Committee News

Worship:
“Worship is not a task, worship is a response.”
Liz Curtis Higgs
December 6: Live Nativity
December 6 & 7: Trumansburg Calvary Baptist

Church “Bethlehem Drive Through Village” at the

T’burg Fair Grounds; open at 6 p.m.

December 7: Second Sunday in Advent

December 14: Third Sunday in Advent

December 20: “David”; join us for the animated

movie of King David; we’ll meet in the lobby of Regal

Cinemas, Ithaca at 4:00 p.m.

December 21: Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 24: Christmas Eve Service

December 28: “Undecorating” the church

January 4: Epiphany Celebration with Star Gitis
“Why The Na vity?”, by David Jeremiah; search on

Youtube to watch

“David” (Regal Teater, December 20, 4:00 p.m.)

In a kingdom torn by fear and corruption, a shepherd

boy is called to stand against a giant and the darkness

behind him. With nothing but faith, courage and a

sling, he defies an empire and awakens the heart of a

na on. From the quiet hills of Bethlehem to the roar

of the battlefield, his journey will shape kings, test

hearts and reveal that the greatest strength is found

in trust, not power.

“David is the movie for families this Christmas — a
film that reminds us why we go to the theater
together,” said Brandon Purdie, EVP & Head of
Theatrical and Brand Development at Angel Studios.
“... this story captures the heart of the boy who faced
a giant — a celebra on of courage, faith, and the
power of believing in something bigger than yourself.

David is a cinema c event that will bring
genera ons together this Christmas.” We've learned
so much about the “Life of David” during Bible Study,
lets enjoy this animated story with our friends. We
will meet in the lobby of the theatre at 4 p.m. and
select seats where we can sit in the same loca on.
See you there!

A Bible that is falling apart is usually a sign of the
individual who is not.

Missions:

Our Blanket Sunday mission effort for Church
World Service, are brought in $880, an increase from
$605 last year. That is 88 lightweight blankets from
our Christian outreach for those in need of warmth.
Thanks to all who were able to contribute in any way.
Beginning on Sunday, November 16, we will be
hosting as we have done before an Angel Tree for the
Salvation Army. Tags from Dryden area will be on a
Fellowship Room Christmas tree for those able to
help provide for Christmas wishes to needy children
from 7-8 months to 12 years. The tags list a toy and a
clothing item for each recipient. Unwrapped gifts
with the tag need to be returned to the Fellowship
Romo by Sunday, December 7 for passing on to
Salvation Army.

The same tree will be available for use as our
tradi onal Mi en Tree during the month of
December. On it we place mi ens and gloves and
hats which will be taken to Dryden Elementary School
for use during cold weather by kids who do not have
them.

During Advent, so November 30 and December 7,
14, and 21, our church youth will be before and a er
service ringing bells at our church to collect dona ons
for the Salva on Army Bell Ringing project. We will
not undertake bell ringing at Clark’s store but for
those who wish to ring the SA bell at Clarks we can
provide contact informa on or it can be found online
for scheduling.

Christmas Joy offering, a Presbyterian church-wide
Special Offering, will be received on December 14
and 21. | t as before will be used to support older
Presbyterian pastors and church workers in specila
need circumstances and for support of minority
Presbyterian college students in their educa on.

It appears our congrega on is asked for lots of
help in aiding people with disadvantages at this me.
Our hope is that we are able to respond and so
witness our Chris an faith par cularly at this me of
year when we celebrate receiving the gi of the
arrival of Jesus Christ.



Finance & Technology Committee News

January through October Operating Results 2024 2025 2025
Actual Actual Budget
Contributions {(10morths) (10maonths) (10 months)
Pledges S 93890 S$S107.795 $104.750
Non-Pledged Contribution 3.468 625 833
Plate Offering 2 462 5662 2,667
Toward Per-Capita Assassmeant 138 44 -
For Joe & Doughs. Lilies & Poinsettias - 380 -
Other Income (Interast. Dividends & Misc Income) 14 947 15662 15,717
Cash Expenses (158.404) (174.989) (146.080)
Net Cash Flow (43.499) (44 321) (22.113)
(To) / from Reserve Accounts
Accruals to Capital. Copiler and Piano & Organ Reserves (3.000) (3.000) (3.000)
From Insurance for Repairs to the Nursery 2.932 - -
From Contributions Received & Pledged for Parking Lot 20.860 - -
From Insurance for Replacement of boilers in the church & admin building - 35,370 -
From Presbyterian Women Toward Purchase of Tent - 250 -
From Joyce Perkins Memorial for Worship Tools Subscription 195 - -
From Presbyterian Women for Dairy Days Registratiom 30 - -
Net Operating Income After Transfer to/from Reserves $(22.482) $(10.701) S£(25.113
( ) Denotes reduction to Income

Operating Results

Contributions through October are 15% higher than 2024 and 6% higher than the budget. Pledge
contributions, which have been running ahead of last year and the budget, are now closing in on the amount
pledged for the year.

Non-pledge contributions are down, reflecting three conversions to pledge this year and Plate is up by 130%,
thanks to new attendees at our church. Other Income contnues to be higher than last year and in line with the
budget.

Expenses through October 2024 were higher than the budget due to the driveway & parking lot project. 2025
YTD expenses are higher than the budget due to replacement of the boilers in the church & administrative
building. Excluding these two major costs, most of which were paid for by insurance and contributions outside
of the budgets, YTD expenditures for both years were below the 2024 & 2025 budgets.

Net Operating (Loss): While 2024 pledge receipts ultimately matched and non-pledge & plate receipts
exceeded the budget, contributions during the first half of the year lagged behind the budget which made the
YTD net loss through October to look higher than it ultimately was at the end of the year. This year,
contributions have been higher and received earlier, making the YTD loss lower. At the end of the year, we
expect that the 2025 loss will be lower than projected in the budget and more in line (+ or - $3,000) with
where 2024 ended up which was -$13,429.

Technology & Facilities

Thanks to Dave Parsons for installing the new area light above the Kitchen Cupboard and gelZng the Sunday
services up & running on YouTube.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DRYDEN

6 North Street/PO Box 42
Dryden, NY 13053
607-844-8321
drydenpresoffice@gmail.com

Church office hours: Tues, Thur. Fri.
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

Nancy Didway, Pastor

607-351-6966 text/call
Pastor’s Office Hours are

Wednesday and Thursday 10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday by appointment

The best way to contact her is by cell phone

Session
Doug Barton, Worship
Brenda Carpenter, Worship
Fran Sincerbeaux, Education
Gale Conway, Hospitality
Cheryl Nemecek. Hospitality
Chuck Nydam, Missions
Dave Parsons, Technology
Brad Perkins, Facilities
Peggy Parsons, Clerk of Session
Ernie Walker, Finance

Deacons

Sue Bahny

Sue Barry

Evan Carpenter
Dottie Slocum
Chuck Uttech

MJ Uttech

Joan Van Vranken

Staff
Clerk of Session ......... Peggy Parsons
Office Administrator......Susan Barry
Treasurer.... ... Dottie Slocum
Financial Secretary ........... Jay Engels
Organist.............. Michael Singbusch
Music Director............... Scott Miller
Custodian.......cceeveveeeenen. Rob White

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas at Dryden

T’was the night before Christmas
and our church on North Street
was filled with warm lights

and music so sweet

The pathways were lit

with the luminary glow

while the wreath on the doorway
beckoned “Hello”

The fellowship hall

was a wonder to see

with its beautiful creche
and festooned mitten tree

A table was filled

with coffee and treats
and the smell filled the air
As we walked to our seats

The hushed sanctuary

was a sight to behold

With a tree, Advent candles
and poinsettia rows

Then Sue and the altos
and Doug and the bass
processed down the aisle
and walked to their place

We sang and we prayed

and gave thanks for His love
while candles were lit

and the lights dimmed above

Through the hush of the moment
and warm candlelight

came the joyous refrain

of Silent Night

As we left we all gathered
to stop and convey

our love and best wishes
for the following day

And we all did exclaim

“Have the best Christmas morn
and give thanks for the day
that Our Saviour was born”

Happy Holidays,

Cheryl and Al

Jane Schenck

Jane Schenck passed peacefully
November 30, 2025.
Services will be held at
Perkins Funeral Home on
Thursday, December 11 at 1 p.m.
Visitation is noon to 1:00 p.m.

December Birthdays

Chuck Nydam 6
Daryl Nydam 9
Cheryl Nemeck 18
Gretchen Young 18

December Anniversaries

Ed & Nancy Couch 18



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Nov: 30 1 2, 3 4 5 6
Advent #1 Hope Zoom Advent Social | Kitchen Zoom Kitchen Live Nativity
Choir 915/1130 Exercise 1pm Cupboard Exercise Cupboard & Cookies
Joe & Doughs 930-1030 5-6 930-1030 11-12 5-530
Angel Tree Kitchen Prayer Shawls | AA7-8 pm
- Cupboard 1-3
Bell Ringing 11.12
Mitten Tree
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Advent #2 Peace | Zoom Advent Social | Kitchen Zoom Kitchen
CoiEibieRh Exercise 1pm Cupboard Exercise Cupboard
Choir 915/1130 930-1030 Quilters 10-2 56 930-1030 11-12
Joe & Doughs Kitchen Session AA 7-8 pm
Krigel Tree Diie Cupboard Reports Due
11-12
Bell Ringing
Mitten Tree
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Advent # 3 Joy Zoom Advent Social | Kitchen Zoom Kitchen David Movie
Children’s Skit Exercise 1pm Cupboard Exercise Cupboard Regal Ithaca
Choir 915/1130 .930-1030 Session 7 pm 5-6 930-1030 11-12 4 pm
Cbea s Kitchen Prayer Shawls | AA7-8 pm
o Cupboard 1-3
Be-II Ringing 11-12 Newsletter
Ielirten Tree Articles Due
Christmas Joy
Offering
Cantata 3 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Advent #4 Love Zoom Christmas Eve | Christmas Day | Kitchen Kitchen
Choir 915/1130 Exercise Office Closed | Office Closed | Cupboard Cupboard
Joe & Doughs _930_1030 Candlelight 11-12 1112
Bell Ringing Kitchen Service AA 7-8 pm
_ Cupboard 7 pm
Christmas Joy 11-12
Offering
Mitten Tree
28 29 30 31
Joe & Doughs Zoom New Year’s
Mitten Tree Exercise Eve
De-Decoration HLsIRa0 Office Closed
Sunday Kitchen
Cupboard

11-12
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We proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, and love our neighbors as ourselves.

The First Presbyterian Join us as we worship the
Church Lord
of Dryden
6 North Street, PO Box 42
Dryden, NY 13053 USA Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Phone: 607-844-8321
E-mail: drydenpresoffice@gmail.com (Fall/Winter Hours)

Pastor Nancy Didway




